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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Mail Stop PCT 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

Further to Applicants' Duty of Disclosure pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.56, 
Applicants wish to bring to the Examiner's attention the material cited on the enclosed 
PTO-1449 form. Copies of the cited documents are enclosed. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.98(a)(2)(ii), copies of the cited U.S. publications and/or 
patent documents have not been included. 

The references cited in this Information Disclosure Statement were either listed 
in an International Search Report in the corresponding International Application or 
cited in the German Search Report from the original priority application, copies 
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enclosed. The pertinence of the documents cited in the International Search Report is 
indicated thereon. Each of the documents cited in the International Search Report was 
cited as Category A (Technological Background). 

Of the non-English language documents cited in the German Search Report, DE 
100 24 318, in particular Figures 1 and 2, was cited as Category A with respect to 
claim 1. DE 41 33 777, was cited as Category D (Cited in application). DE 296 12 471, 
in particular Figure 1, was cited as Category Y with respect to claims 1 and 2. DE 296 
09 380, in particular Figures 1-3, was cited as Category A with respect to claims 1 and 
18. DE 93 07 932, Figures 1 and 2, was cited as Category A with respect to claim 1. 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner consider these documents and 
return an initialed copy of the PTO-1449 form indicating his consideration of the cited 
materials. 
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